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At the Chicago Center for Music Education (ChiME)
we provide an exceptional music education to a
diverse community as a path for social, emotional,
and character development.

"Knowledge is not skill. Knowledge plus ten thousand times is
skill."

Shinichi Suzuki
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Life challenges each one of us every day with various
obstacles and difficulties. Each day we dance through those
hurdles and keep moving forward the best we can. Many
times it feels like we are working through the same exact
problems without much progress, and that's when the going
gets really hard. Sometimes we feel overwhelmed by life's
many trials, and it seems like everything is an uphill battle.
Each time that we keep doing something despite its
challenges and difficulties, we draw on the amazing ability
of humans to persevere.
 
Music students learn to persevere by continuing to master
musical skills during daily practice. Through practice they
conquer difficult techniques and challenging passages in
their pieces. They focus on tiny details and repeat them until
they achieve a sense of ease and accomplishment. They
learn to command and control parts of their body to execute
all aspects of their music according to their teachers'
recommendations. The multiple repetitions may feel tedious,
the goals may seem too difficult to attain. Yet students keep
inching forward, day by day, practice session after practice
session.
 
Most parents have experienced a time when their child hit a
wall and it seemed like there would be no more progress, no
more inching forward. In moments like this the child gets
overwhelmed, frustration sets in, and everyone is on edge. It
becomes hard to believe the tension will ever go away. At
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those times, parents might need extra strength and patience
to be able to help their children persevere (in other words, it
takes a lot of perseverance on the part of the parent). But by
standing by no matter what, by supporting and offering
words of encouragement and the space for the child to
process the difficulty, parents show their children that they
are not alone in the struggle and that the only way to
conquer the difficulty is to keep trying.
 
Obstacles are just a part of life, no matter what one does in
life. Everyone faces at least some level of hardship at some
point in his or her life. As parents we sometimes want to
make everything easier for our children, but deep down we
know that they will need to learn how to deal with
challenges and difficulties. The struggles of daily practice
help prepare children for obstacles in life. By working
through those struggles, students learn the tools that help
them get through the tough parts: taking time to study the
problem from many angles, breaking it down into small
parts, figuring out possible solutions, and applying those
solutions to see which one works. The struggles themselves
are not bad; they all have lessons waiting for us to learn, if
we only persevere long enough to see them.
 
Basketball legend Michael Jordan offered a wonderful
perspective to reflect on: 

"I've missed more than 9000 shots in my career. I've lost
almost 300 games. 26 times, I've been trusted to take the
game winning shot and missed. I've failed over and over
and over again in my life. And that is why I succeed."
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Approximately 65% of the children we serve come from low
income families and 30% of the children we serve at our
facility and in the Chicago Public Schools have diverse
learning needs. Our programs serve children in the
neighborhoods of Budlong Woods, Clearing, Chatham,
Gage Park, Garfield Park, West Town, and Washington
Park. ChiME will provide over 4000 books to children in the
Chicago Public Schools this year. During the 2015-16
school year we plan to serve approximately 70 classrooms
and 1,600 students in Chicago Public Schools, and 400
students through our facility in the West Town
neighborhood.

The cost of an exceptional music education is not covered
by tuition and fees alone. Every year ChiME seeks to raise



over $300,000 to cover the cost of tuition assistance,
instruments and instructional materials, curriculum, training
and development for its teaching artists, new program
initiatives, and additional overhead expenses. Through
contributions we provide approximately $100,000 of funded
programming to Chicago Public Schools and approximately
$30,000 in tuition assistance to students in our instrumental
program at our facility each year.

As part of our annual fundraising effort, we will be hosting
our annual ChiME Gala: "Inspiring Greatness!" The event
will be held on Friday, May 13th, 2016 at the University
Club of Chicago. Our goal is to raise $150,000!

To sponsor, buy tickets, or make a donation,
click here.

ChiME Announces 
The Music Artist Showcase

 

ChiME is happy to announce the Music Artist Showcase, a
performance program designed to provide an opportunity for
tween/teen musicians to create and present individual or
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collaborative musical artistry. Young musicians reach a
point where they have developed a level of command over
their instrument, which allows them to competently express
themselves through the language of music. The Music Artist
Showcase will be a recurring musical performance
showcase open to the public.  
 
In preparation for the Showcase, participants will engage in
periodic webinars and/or video chats with ChiME's
executive director, Troy Anderson. The purpose of these
online learning discussions will be to discuss framework for
the artist's performances including but not limited to:
 creativity, expression, interpretation, making the work one's
own, developing one's "sound", audience interaction,
transitions, verbally discussing the work, stage presence,
and visual presentation. Additionally, the musical artist
cohort will share their experiences in preparation for the
Showcase, provide feedback to one another, engage in
special topic learning such as improvisation, songwriting,
arranging, and use of music production software, while also
sharing musical influences with one another. Outside of the
periodic webinars and video chats, participants may seek
guidance on their Showcase performance by arranging
coaching time with Mr. Anderson.   
 
Participants are encouraged to present collaborative work in
addition to solo work and will be responsible for choosing,
arranging and preparing the work on their own. All musical
genres are eligible with exception of work that may be
considered ethically controversial. After each showcase,
participants will receive feedback from professional
musicians along with a recorded video of their performance. 
 
There is no fee for students to participate in the program.
 
The first Music Artist Showcase is scheduled for Friday,
April 29.
 

For more information about the Music Artist
Showcase or to access the online sign-up



form, click here. 

Early Childhood Music

ChiME's Early Childhood Music program is a great way to
start your child on a path of musical enrichment that will
jump-start their social and emotional learning for years to
come. Through our sequential curriculum based on the Orff
methodology, children internalize the most basic building
blocks of music in a group setting, paving the way for social
and cognitive development.

New to ChiME?
Call 312.738.2646 today to schedule your

FREE trial class!

Visit our website here for class schedules.
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ChiME had the honor and pleasure of hosting Nancy
Lokken, a renowned Suzuki violin teacher and clinician for a
workshop the weekend of February 19-21. Ms. Lokken
worked with 14 ChiME violin students in a series of one-
hour masterclasses. Each violinist had an individual mini
lesson with Ms. Lokken in front of his/her peers. Students
were able to not only get individual instruction, but also to
learn from watching other students' lessons. Ms. Lokken's
advice to all students was centered around the idea of
making the best use of our bodies to produce the most
beautiful sound on the instrument - a concept that is
important to all Suzuki teachers, regardless of instrument.

"The master class with Nancy Lokken was a wonderful
chance for my daughter and I to get a different perspective
from our regular teachers. We appreciate having the
opportunity to experience a lesson from such prestigious
teachers."
Kristine Suzuki, ChiME Parent



 

In addition to teaching masterclasses, Ms. Lokken gave a
talk to parents on effective and positive practicing. Ms.
Lokken focused on the idea that music practice serves as a
vehicle to developing the whole child and important life
skills, not just musical ability. Music lessons and practice
should teach children to think and analyze concepts deeply,
to take the necessary time to think and not just do things for
the sake of doing. Ms. Lokken re-emphasized the
importance of having a purpose in each practice activity.
Children will be more willing to do what parents and
teachers ask them to do if they know exactly why they are
doing it and what purpose it serves. Parents were
encouraged to keep their focus on the process and not only
on the product of practice. Teachers and parents are also
responsible for creating a safe environment for children to
make mistakes - it is when we make mistakes, struggle, and
fail that we are forced to stop and think, to spend time on
figuring out how to do the thing that we are struggling with.
In the end, the goal of practice is the ability to do something
with more flow and ease.

Teaching Artist Spotlight



Lisa Goethe-McGinn is one of two flute
teachers at ChiME and serves as the
Flute Department Chair. She received
her degrees from the University of
Illinois and Millikin University and has
studied with Alexander Murray, Mary

Karen Clardy, and Mary Ellen Poole. Lisa is also on the
faculty of Sherwood Community Music School at
Columbia College and maintains a home studio in the
western suburbs. She maintains an active career as a
soloist and chamber musician and has performed in many
festivals and concert series throughout the US and
abroad.

Who or what inspired you to become a musician?  
First of all my parents, as they took me and my brothers to
concerts regularly - anything from the St. Louis Symphony
(that's where I grew up) to Jazz festivals to local Band
concerts in the park. Then my Grandmother, who was a
piano teacher and church organist. Fun fact about her: she
was an organist/pianist for Silent Films in the 20s! My
piano teacher and flute teacher when I was growing up
were the other sources of inspiration.
 
What do you like most about teaching?  
I get to teach music and the instrument I love. I have the
opportunity to work with so many different and wonderful
students AND I keep learning myself. Can't think of a
better job!
 



Do you have a favorite genre of music?  
That's a hard question for me as I love all music, but I can
say that I regularly listen to classical, rock, and jazz.
 
Please share something that we would not find on your
resume or in your bio.  
My family and I have an awesome Pug named Harley. He
is probably my biggest fan as he sits in on all my practice
sessions and lessons!
 
What is your favorite food?  
I love ethnic foods - especially Mexican and Indian.
 
What place in the world would you like to visit? Or what
was the most interesting place in the world you have
visited?  
My favorite place that I have been to so far in my life is
Amsterdam. I love it because it is quaint, cool, and edgy
and has a wonderful music scene. I'm planning to visit the
Rockies in Colorado this summer and someday I'd love to
visit India.



 A picture of Ms. Lisa drawn by one of her students. 

Chicago Center for Music Education
1148 W. Chicago Ave.
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www.chimemusic.org 
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